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CHAPTER XIIL
THE BARKET OF FRUIT.

Thres days Iater it was announced that, ac-
cording to the custom of the women nf the
Teople of Flre, Noma, having glvan birth to s
still-born child vear mbout to etart upen a
jonrney to the Momnt of Purifioation, where
sho would ablde mwhile, and maks saorifice
to the spirits of himr ancestors, that they might
orase L0 be angry with her, and 'n fature pro-
tect her from auchy misfortunes. This not un-
asual domestie incldent cxclted 1ittle comuient,

.
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although it was remarked that the four ma-
trons by whom she was to be accompanied, in
accordance with the tribal etiquetts, were &)’ |
of them the wives of soldiers who had desert oy
to Hafela. Indesd, the King himselt ng’ jeeq
as much whan Hokosa made the forw a) ap.
plication to him to sanction the exped’ition,

“8o be It." Do sald; “though myse)r [ haye
lost faith In suéh rites. Also, “Hokoea, I
think IL1ikaly that, although your ‘wife goes out
with company , ahe will return »jone,"

“Why, King?* asged Hokora,

*For this reason—that thore who travel with
her have hugbands yordsr at the town of the
Prince Hafein, nnd the.Mount of Purification
s on the road. Having grme so far they may
go further. Well, 1ot tham go, for I deslre to
have now : among my psople whose hearts turn
otherwhe re, and It would not be wonderful if
they she ald chooso tr, seok thelr lords, though,
perchar ce, Hokosa, Lhere are some 1n this town
who mi.y use them 1.8 messengers to the Prince™
—and ‘ne looked a% him keenly.

“1 think not., King," sald Hokosa. **Nona
bat n fool woulill make uso of women to carry
socret tidings, Thelr tongues are too long, ané.
thelr memorien too bad or too uncortaln,*®

Yot I bave lseard, Hokosa,that yon haye mady

use of women in maoyZa strange work. Say,
mow, what were you doing upon a night »
while ago with that falr witchwife of yours
yonder In the burying place of kings,where [t is
not lawful that you should set your foot? Nay.
deny it not. You,were seen to enter the valler
after midnight, 'and to retarn thence at the
dawu, and (t was seen also that as she came
homeward your wife walked as one who s
drunken, and she. whom [t is not emsy to
frighten, wore a face of fear. Man, I do not
trnst you, and were I wise I should hunt you
hence, or keep you so close that you could
ecarcely move without my knowledge. Why
should I trust you!? Nodwengo went on. ve-
hemently. *'Can a wizard ceare from his wiz-
ardry, or a plotter from his plota? No, not
until the waters run upward, and the sun
shines at night: not until repentance touches
you, and your heart Is changed, which I should
hold as much a marvel. You were my father's
friend. and he made you ereat; yet you could
plan with “'my brother to polson him, your
king. Nay, be silent: I know it, though I
have said nothing of {t, because one that is
dear to mo has intercoded for you. You were
the priest of tha false god, and with that god
are fallen from your place, yet you have not
renounced him. You ait still {n yonr kraal,
and pretend to bejasleep. but your slumber 1s
that of the serpent, which walches his time
to strike. How do I know that you will not
polson me, msZyou would have polsoned my
father, or stir up rebelllon agalnst me, or
bring my brother's impls an my head?*

“If the King thinks any of thess things of'
his servant,” answered Hokosa, In a humble'
voise, but with dignity, *'his path is plain. Let
him put me tc death and sleep In peace, for
‘whe am I that T should A1 the earsof & King |
with my defence agalnst these charees, or dare
to wrangle with him." !

“Long sgo I should have put you to death.
Hokosa," muswered Nadwengo, sternly, "‘hact
fi not been that one Las pleaded for you, de-
elaring that In you there Is good w'.ich s'iall
overcome the evil, and that you, who are now
an are to cut down my throne, in time to come
thall be a roof tree to support it.  Also the law
that I obey wlll not allow me to take ths; blood
of men save upon-full proof, and agal ist you
as yet I have no proof. S8till. Hokosa, bt e
warned In time, and let your heart bo turn ad
befors the grave claims your body and the
Wicked One your soul."

“I thank you, King, for your gentle worde.
and your tender care for my well belr,g, both
an the earth and after [shali leave I';, But I
toll you, Hing, that Ihad rather dje as yonr
father would have killed me In the <51d days, or
your brother would kill me now, r4id either of
them hate or fear me, than live, on in safety,
owing my llife to & new law an 4 a’new mercy
thst doinot befit the great opes of the earth.
King, liam your rervant,” and giving him the

royal enlute, he rose and le.t his presence.

"At ghe least, there gnes a man," sald Nod-

x0, a8 hu w d 'u)m depart.

“'Of whom do yon soiak, King?" asked Owen,
who ait that moment entered the royal house,

"€¥ him whom you must have touched In
the « .oorway., Messsmgor, Hokosa, the wizard,”
anaw ered the King, and he told him of what
had passed botween them. *'I sald.” he add-
ed, “thar he was a man, and so hoe fa: yot i
hold that I lysve done wrong to listen to your
pleaciing avd to spars him, for I am certrln
that he will bring bloodshed upon me, and
trou nle on the Faith, Think, now, Mesen-
ger, how full must be that man's herrt of
secr et rage and hatred, he who was so great
and {s now so little, Will he not oertainly
otr' va o grow great again? Wil he not
a1 ive to he avenged upon those who ‘humbled
Lim. and the religlon they have adopled?"

"It may be,'" answered Owen, “but If so, he
‘will not conquer. I tell you, King, that like
water hiddon in & rock, there Is wood in thin
man's heart, andshat] shall yer find a rod
wherewith to cause it to gush oul and refresh
the desert,”

It 1a more llkely that he wiil find s spear
wherewlth to cause yuur bloodl to gush out
and refresh the Jackals.” answered the Hing
&rlmly, “but be it as you will. And now,
what of your busipess?"

“This, King: John, iy wservant, has re-
turned from the coast countriom, aud he brings
me a letter maylng that beford long throe white
teachers will follow him to take up the wor k
that I have begun. I pray that when th sy
come, for my esake and for the sake of 'Lie
trath that I ‘have taught you, you will 1 eat
them kindly mod protect them, remembe ring
that at first they will knmow little of your lan-
KUARe nr your custowns.'

“1 will, indeed." sald the King, with much
concern. ““But tell me, Messonger, why do
you spenk of yourself as of one who soan will
be but & memory? Do you purjore Lo leave
uni

"No, K'ng, but I Lellave that ere long 1
shall bLe recalled. Ihave glyen my message,
my sk in wellnleh ended, and I must be
turuing home, BSave for your sakes I do not
sarrow thereat, for to speak truth, 1 groa
very weary," and ho smiled sadly,

Hokosa went home slarmed and full of bt
terneas, for he Lod nover guessed that the
“sorvant of the Messeuges," as Le called Nod-
wengo the ing, knew so much about him and
his plans,  His fall was hard o him, aud to be
thus measured up, welghed, and contemptu-
ooply forg.ven was almust more than he could
tear, T was the white prophet who had done,
tin  thing, He had wold Nodwengo of hiy
(Hokosa's) share In the plot to murder the lals
Hing Umsuka, though how he came to kooes
of that matter was beyond guessing, He hod
watched him, orcansed him to be walched,
when he weut forth to consult spirits in
the place of the dead; he had warned !Jod-
wenpo ageainst him, Woestof all, ho bhad
dared to treat him with contemps, hud pliaded
for his life and safoty. so that he was tipared
&\ min spare & snske from which the charmer
han drawn his fengs. When they me/ at tie

- gsie of the Kiag's house yoader, ths white

allaf, wio had stelen his' place and pe wer, had

" augh,

/ This

v 1 have not

‘1 ing not to see. sho threw ber arm: abaut his

T e b ¥ T e

even smiled apon him and - ;rested bim kmd-:
Iy: and donbiless while he .:mn.a, by ald of
the magio he pomessed, hiad'; road him through
and gone on to tell the sto £ to the King, Well
of this there shyuld be an ,ond.  He would kill
the Messonger or himealf, by killed, e

When Hokosa rerche 4 his kraal, hs found
Noma sitting buniog'h . frult tree that grew In
I‘h”ilﬂl?!emnlo td in atelnging beade. for: the
Rira Sfathe Bov sehold shio left to hie Gtber
AL LT an homely woman. who
tlu'uli:m more of bk browing of the beer and
et iy ﬂirt_l & fForrlage than of raligions or
ma lisd h:nr:\t -‘? ‘u:"-}h:'lnkénﬁ'lh?f' ror, Yor

. ‘ 0 8 ‘ran,

beneath it Iny that ahild which had u-:;'lmr:?s:

¥ loaso the King to evant leave tor

“Wer it) she asked, looking up,

U1 omm l'g::n?;n{d‘p'"h med, “for I
J'enhe anawered, “‘fo

:‘;’:";‘ the t If I Lide Liore muoh lopwer With

e ;\ .|rl.men1ury.tur company [ abhall go

the ey 00 #he glanced at a apot imar by where

“je b showed slgns of racent Clsturbance,

glves leave.,” Hokosa wedt on. taking
mm_‘ur her speach, ‘bt he suspects us,
n--—" and he told her of the talk that had
sed betwean himeolf and the Kine.
The whita man has read vou aa ke roads in
wrlu_gn Jbooks,” aha answered with a iittle
Well, I sald that ho wonid be too
tl::.m':: fg:-r r|ou. did ml-t? It dues not matter
'y H-morrow upen our
and You can nettle it in :gu 3'1'1 ..l_nrj ey
wp, Ay answered Hokosa, grinding his testh,

It In true that e has read me. hot, this |
promise you, thet all hooks shall soon e i aed
0 him. Yot how 181t to ba done with,eut susp)-
clon or discovery? I know many polsons, hut
:J'I”nlt :'l;!:;'lrlnilll helnlmln uunhi. and lot him

80 cunningly, he whe, -

lnn1\:|an be trased.* b BRIV B0t
ien causs some other to rdv .

him bear the blame," mqnv,«f‘.\?nllliu.mﬂ e

Hokosa made no answer, b'it walking to the
gate of the kraal, which wra open, he loaned
Baainat it lost in thonghts  As he st thus
ho saw n woman advanc' ng toward him W Lo
carried on her head a »mnil basket of fruiy,
mnd knew her for one of t hose whose busingss it
WaA 10 nli’um the M essenger in his huts, nr
{atlm-. in his house, f8r by now he had bnilu

lmself n house and near it n little chapel.

woman saw Hrkosa also, and looked at
him sldeways, ma though she would lke to
#top and speak to hi'm, tue
Good morrow 16 51," he sald, “Haw goea
it {gcl'th m’ukr :l.'l.'llkbltl.l au-nlll your honse?"

Now o new woll that this waman's
husband had taker. a dielike |ni| r and drlrn-n
her from his homi, filling ner place with one
Jounger and mores attractive, At the ques-
Hon the woman's lips begay to tramble, and
lirr eves rwmin with tears

Ah
thar

no
Lisv

. great dottor,” she sald, “'wh
nsk of my husband? !In:e 'J:uu nnrh, Sy
he has driven me away, and that another

0 rar o e gossip of this "
asked Hokosa with a 111:[!2. o"!lu "o;:u':“En
Able 10 help pous ot | have smachicy ] may be

ou, fo
fancy of such \'ul{hle:uv::n.wmm otape.the

he woman looked ro d d
there was no ooe In alxg?.d;h:nlﬂl;oodnfwll'l!‘a}

throueh ¥
hh!gs h:-E.a gate of the kiaal, which he closed

“Noma," sald

talls me thas hes « "here s one who

nsp

ushand has deserted her.
and who comes Lo seek 4 :
her milk to drink. o connsel. Dol

“There are some wives who
that so great an evii." re ﬂul'g'%lgn‘t%cf:k@
lnhlﬂr.l :. "m:rei rt:ie l.g ‘dhn hiuohlt.lnin‘.
ne a BAFCASI
to_!;‘!rl \'lhllﬁr. sald: :ll b st e
SNOwW tell me your t
are you so !‘rlxhle"nad‘.'“ DA AT Why
I am frightened. mastox™ she answersd.
me enter here, for

'I“tlus DY lboumctilul'n seen
iave oscome A Chrietian, and the O0.rlsti
are fortddden to consnlt the Witeh dmw‘:‘:
as o were wont to do. ¥or my cags, It fa-—"

No neea to set It ont," broke ¥ Hokoan,
waviug his hand. "I see it written on your
face, our husband has pnt you away and
loves another woman, yourown Linlf nister,
whom you brought up from a chi'd.'*

Ab. master, yon have héard Tiright,™

#ard, [look upsn vou and 1

see. Fool, am 1 not & wizardy Tell me——"
and takiog duost |oto his haug, he blew the
grains this war and that, regas < them cur)
ously. “*Yes. It Is so. Last oght you crepr
to your husband's hut—do you remember,
dog growled at you as you bw ased the gatei—
and there in front of the hu'. he sat with his
new wile. She saw you com ing, but pretend-

neck, kissing and fondling him befo,
eyes, till you could bear i, no lonnmr:n
vealed yourself, upbralling: them.
rival taunted yon and stir ed him u
ter words, tlll at lsngth he took », stick and
beat you from the door, ‘and there fs the mark
of it upon rcmlr gmd;r."h “
*It Is true: it Ael she groaned.
'::;'.'r""' true. Anc now, whi,i do you wish

**Master, T wish elme to 1
nd h‘l.urw rival ?neg:’ngar:u

me,

“*That must be a strong me licine," sald Ho-
kora, “which will lurn a mar; from one who is
young and beautiful to one,wto is past her
youth and ugly.” ’

“lam as 1 am,' answeredl the sonr woman,
with a touch of natural di ty. *'but at l-n:t
}nhne loved him and work id for him for twelve

N YOArs.

“*And that in why he,would now be rid of
vou.for whe cumbers his £ranl with old eattle

"And yetat times the & are the beat, Master,
Wrinkle and smooth * kin seex strange upon
one pillow,” she adde s, glancing at Noma, who
came from the but ¢ arrylng a bowl of milk in
her hand.
w1t you seek cou ssel,” sald Ho'iosa, qulckly,

‘why dn you net goto the white man, that

Messenger in who m you believe. and ask him
for & potlon to tr.rn your husband's heart?"
‘Master. I ha'» been to him, and he is very

to me, for when I waa driven out he gave

me work todo and food. But ha told me that
he hod no med'cine for such easen. and that the
Groat Man Ir. the sky alone could soften the
breast of my-hosband and cause my sister to

our
ri-
Then your
5 with hit-

e heart Back

cease from her widkedness. Last night [
went to eee whether he wonld do it, and you
know what befell m‘r ere. '

“*That befell y ou v hich befalls all fools who

put their trnst In words alone. What will
you pay me. wo?;!.n. it 1 give you the medizine

which you seek

“Alas. masier. T am posr. 1 have nothine
to offer you. for when 1 would not slay In my
hushand’s kraal tn ba a servant to his new wito,
he took thé aw and the five goata tkat h..
longed to me, As, [ being childless, according to
our anclent l'uw he had the rieht to do."

*You are told who rome to ask a doctor to
minister 10 you. hearing no fer M your hand,"”
sald Hokr m. *'Yeof, becauss | have mtﬁ on
you, I wild be content with verv little, ive
me that lasket of fruft, fur my wife has been
slek, and, lnves the taste of it.'

1 ea'anot do that. master.” snswared the
womai. “far It is sent by my hand as a present
to the Afessenger. and bhe knows this, and wil]
eat of It after he has made praver tn-dny, Did
1 not ve it to him, it wounld be discovered
that 7 had left It here with you.'

**Then begone withont yonr mediclne,” aald
Hok osa, *‘for 1 need such fruit.”

T'Ae woman rose and said, looking at him
wistfully:

"!Master, if youn will bhe satisfied wsith gther
frait of the same sort. I know where [ can get
them for vou,”

** When will sou get them?"

* Now, within an hovr. And tiN I return I
w .l leave these In pledge with you, but thoss
and no other I must glve to the Messanger, for
be has nlready seen them, and micht discover

the difference: also 1 nave prom do so,"

“An you will," said Hokoea, “'If yon are
here with the frulr within an r the med|-
cine will be y for you, a medicine that

shall not tall."

CHAPTER X1V.
THE EATING OF THE FRATIT.
Th oman slipped away secretly., When
sheo l?ndw:n;a H’ofou hda’l’:[h'dre bring the
basket of frult Inte the hat.,
”III| in }:‘ut thh.t the butcher llmuld kil the
¢." she snsawered, mealdnely.
ox}lls?::rlad in the baskel and’ set It on the

T.

“Why do you speak thus, Noria®' he asked,

“Pecauss I would have no haml in the mat-
tar, Hokosa. havr been the twol of & wiz-
ard, and won little joy therefroms. The tool of
a murderer 1 will ne n

"Irl I:Il’l. "111 for the sake of both of us.’ he
gala, passionately,

"ltp:uv be so, Hokons, or for tho sake of the
penple, or for the sake of hraven abov:—I do
not know and do not care, "ait I say. do vour
own killing, for | am surn that even leas luck
will hang to It than hangs %0 your witcherafs,”

*0f all women you are the most perverss!"
he mnid, stamping his fcor upon the zronnd.

“And so vou msy say ngaln hafors every.
thing is done, hushand, Sut if It be so, why (f.,
you love me and tie me to you with vour wir.
ardry? Cat the knot, and let me go my way
while you go yours."

“Woman.l cannot, but stifl 1 bld ygn boware, |
far, strive un vou will. my path must be your
aath. Morenver. till 5 fres you,

hr: volew or hand agalast me."

Then, while she watclied him enriously, he
forched his medicines and took from them

yuu cannot

some powder line ns dust and tyo tiuy crow
quila.  Placine a frult hefore him. he In-
sorted one of those aalllsinto Ha substance,
and Nlling the recond with the powder, hn
shook |ta contente inen 11 and *aithdrew the
tube, Thisn process Le ropeated four times on
each of the frults, replaciig 1hem one by ane
in the baskst. 8o Aefily dld ue work upen

them that Ebowever closely the' were scanned
none could @uess that they hao been tampered |

with,

*Will It kil at once?' asked Noma.

*No, inilesd; bnt he who eats thoss fruits
will he pelzed on the third dey with dysentery
und rovar, and these will oling ta him till witd:
In seveniwoeks- er. if e be st ong.three months
—he dies, This Is the best of poisons, for it
waorks through nature and nome o 1 trace (L,

“Excopt, parobance, thes Spirit whom 1he
white man worahips, apg; who alsy works

through nrgure, as vou learned, Hokosa, when

He rolied the llghitning back upon your head,
shattering your god and
comiany."

Then

beating down your |

wudd te ! '
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b you h rd wit hand | he shonld keep from Noma anything that he
.‘:'llr'?& :a-"ﬂmmr'?";n Im-t}!r o&’hr do | did or did not do: it wonld 11 more Impos-
you whisper evil counsel into one ear ard Into | sible that she conld conceal from him aven
‘the_ other hesy of misfortuns tocnce? | such imaginings and things as it Is common
ad It nat n fop you, | should have let thin | for women 1o hold searet. Her vory bitternessns,
inges He: | ahould linve taken my fate and | which it besn Pollor for her to cloak or
ave ;: content, But day by day you have | soften, would eush Irom heér Ilga st the sight
tatinted me with my fall and grievad over the | of him:tor, In the deptha of his rage or tor-

:mtm that yon Lave lost, till at length you
ave driven me to thin. Why cannot you
ba all gnod or all wioked.or at the least through
righteotisuess and ain, faithiui o my intervst
and your own®" ;

“‘Bedause | hate you, Ho'tosa, and yet can
striks yon only through my tongue snd your
mad Jove for me, Iam fmt inyour power,
but thun, mt least, I can make you feel some-
thing of my own palr‘. Hark, | hear the wo.
man at the gate. Will you glve her hack the
basket, or will you not? Whatever von may
chonso to do, do m-{ pay In niter days that I
arged you to the deed."

"Truly you are groat-hearted,” he anrwered,
with cold contempt: ‘“one for whom 1 did
well to enter {nto treachery and sin.  Ho be It
Having gone so far upon It 1 will notturn

k from this Journey, coms what may of it
Let In that feol,”

ntly the woman stood before them,
‘bnn_rlpu =ith lier another baskel of frult,

“These are what you seek, mnater,' she
eald, “though I was foreed to win them o
theft. Now give me my own end the medis
clne and ot me go,"

Ho gave her the first basket, and with It
WIAD in a _place of kid skin, somn of the
porier with which he had doctored the fruita.

What shall T do with thist" sle asked.

*You wsball find meatis to sprinkle it upon
{:nr sleter's food. and  thereaftsr your hns-

nd nhall come fo hate even the xight of her."

But will he comea to love me ngaint*

Hokosa shruggsd his shoulders,

*I know not'' he answered, “*That Is for
¥yOu 1o seo to. Yot this i sure, that I{ n treo
mgrows vp before the house of a man, shutting
it off from the sunlight, shen that tree In
cut down the snun alitnes npon hia house again,™

**It Is “othing to the sun on what he shines,™
sald the woman,

‘If the saylng does not !:lrm you, then
forget It. Ipromise you this and uo more,
thut very soon the man aliall cease 1o turn
to your rival.”

"The medicine will not harm  Lisr?" asked
the woman, doubtfully. “She has worked
mo bitter wrong Indeed, yet she s my sister,
whom 1 nursed when she was little. and 1 do
not wish to do her hurt, 1f only he will wel-
comnmo back and treat me kindly, [ am will-
Ing €ven that ehe =hould dwell on beneath
my husband's roof, hearing his ehildren, for

1 thev not be of my own blood?™

*Woman." answersd Hokosa, impatlently,
¥ me with your talk. IMd I wsa
rm would hart her? T sald that It
cafise your husband to hate the sight
ier. Now begons, taking or ]earlng 1t,
and let me rest. If yourmind Is troubled,
throw aside that medlcine, and wooth It
with such sights as that you raw Iast night."
On hearing this 8 woman Sprang  up,
hil awar the polson in her hair, and taking
her basket of friilt, passed from the kraal as
wecretly as shie had entercd it.

‘Why did yon give her deatk medicine?™
nsked Noma of Hokosa. as he ntood staring
after her. ““Have you a hate. agninst the hus-
band or the girl who ia her rival?"™”

“*Nene," he answered, *for ther have nover
e my path, O, foolith woman., can-
not yon read my plant”

“"Not altogether, hushand."

“'Listen, then, This woman will givn to her
slster a modicine of which in the end she will
die. Bhe may bediscovered or she may not,
but It s certain that she will bo suapected,
reeing that the bitterness of the guarrel be-
tween them is known, Algo, ahe will give 1o
the Messenger certaln frults, after eating of
which he will be taken sick and In doe time
die, of just such a discase ns that which cnr-
ries o the womnn's rival, Now, If any
think that he s palsoned, which [ trust nono
will, whom will they suppose to have polsoned
him? though, Indeed, they can never prove it.'

**The plan is clever,” sald Nomn, with
admiration, “but [ ses n flaw in {t. ‘(he wn-
man will say that she had the drug from you,
or, at the least, will babbieof her visit to you."

“*Not s0," answe Hokosa, '“for on this
matter the greatest talker In the world wanld
keoo nilence. Firatly, she, being a Chris-
tian, dare not own that she has visited the
witeh doctor: secondly, the fruit she hranght
in payment was stolen, thorefore sha will sa
nothing of it; lhlrdlt to a2dmit that she hat
medicine from me would ba to ndmit her
gullt, and that she will ecarcely du, even
under tortare. which by the new law It 1s
not lawful to apply. Morrover, none saw her
vomn here, and | shonld deuy hor visit,™

*“The plan is very clever.” said Noma again,

“It Is very clever.,” he repeated, compin-
cently, ““Nover have muade a better one,
Now, throw thoase frults to the she goats that
are in the kraal. and burn the basker. while
I m and talk to some In the (ireat Palace,
telling them thac I have returned from count.

ing my cattle op the mountaln, whbither [
wont a bad bowed the knee {n the house
of the King."

Two hours later Hokosa, having made a
wide detour and talked to sundry of hie ac-
quaintances about the condition »f his cattle,
might have been peep walking slowly alomg
the north alde of the Great Palace toward his
own B Is path lay past the chapel and
the little houmse that Owen had bulit to dwell
n. his house had a bread veranda. and upon
it sat the Mepsengor bimsel!, enting his even-
ing meal., Hokosa saw bim, anid o great do-
sire entered his heart to learn whether or no
he had partaken of the polsoned frult. Also
it occurred to him that It would be wise if,
befors the emd came, heconld contrive to di.
vert all possible susploion from himeelf by glv-
ing the mpression that he was now upon friend-
Iy terms with the great white teacher, and not
disinclined even to become a convert to his

doctrine. For a moment he hesitated, seek-
ing an excuse. One soon ruggested ltself (o
his ready mind. That very morning the Kin

had told him, not obecurely, that Owen hw
Enrltd for his safety. and saved him from

ing put upon his trial on charges of witch-
craft and murder, He would go to him now
at onee, pla:ing the part of a grateful penl-
tent, and the white man's magic mnst be kean
indeed If it avalled to plerce the armor of
his practised crafi.

So Hokosa went up and eguatted himsolf
down native fashion among a littie groupof con-
werts who were walting to tee their teackier up-
on one businesa or another, He was net mora
than ten paces from the veranda, and sitting
thns he saw asight that interested him strange-
lv. Havlng eaten a litile of & dish of ronsied
ment, Owen putout his hand and took a
frult from a basket that the wi*ard knew
At this moment he looked up and rec-
ognized Hokora.

Do yon desire speech with me, Hokosa?" he
nsked fn hiszentle volee, **If so, Le pleased to
come hither.”

“Nay, Mensenger,” answersd Hokosa, *'I de-
wire speech with you indeed, but {t s {Il 10
stand betwean n hunery man and his food,"

“Jearellttle formy food." anawered Owen; “*at
thblhalt it ean walt,” and he put down the
frult.

Then suddenly o feeline to which the wis-
ard had been fﬂr-ot:mniy Yenre o stranger took

asesalon of him -n feellng of comounction,

hat man was about 10 partake of what
would cavsy Lis death—of what he, Hokosa,
had preiared In order that it shoold cause his
death. He was good, he was kindly. none
could nllege n wrong deed agminst him, and,
foolishnees though it might be, 80 wus the doc-
trine that he taught. Why should he kil
him? 1t was true that never (i1l that moment
nad he hesitated, by falr means or foul, Lo re.
moave an enemy or rival from his path. He
had been brorght up in this teaching; it wan

rt of the education of wizards to be merci-
P:“. for they reigned by terror and evil erafe.
Their magle Iay in clalrvoyance and powers
of observation developed to a pitch that was
almost superbuman, and the chief of thelr
weapons wan poison in Infinite varlety, where.
of the gulld alone nndersiood the propertles
and preparatinn, orefure, there was nothing
strange, nothing unusual in this deed of dev.
lisli and cunning murder that the night of its
doing should stir him thus: and yet It did stir
him. He was minded 10 siop the plot, to iet
things take thelr course.

Some rense of the rutllity of 1:! such striv-
ings eame home to him. and as th & glass, for
Hokosa was a man of imagination, he foresaw
their end. A little succems, a little fallure,
it scarcely mattered which, and then—tlint
end, Wirthin twenty years. or ten, er may-
hap even one, what would this present victory
or defeat mean to him?y Nothing so far us he
was concernad; that Is, nothiog so far as hin
life of to.duy was concerned, Yet, {f o had
another life, it might mean everything. Thore
was nuother life; be knew {t, who had dragged
Lack from lis borders the apirits of the dead,
though wﬂat might bo the state and occupa-
tions of those dead he did ot know. Yet he
belioved—why, bLe could not tell—that they
were affec vitally by thelr acts and behav-
for hiere, and hin intelligence warned him thst
gaood oust always flow from good and evil
from evil. To kil thisiman was evil, and only
evit conld eome of it. What did Lie eare whether
Hafeln rulod the natlon or .\'ﬂll\f.;l‘ll and
whether 1t worshipped the God of the (hris-
tiana or the God of Fire—who, by the wui-. had

woved himself so singularly InefMclent in the
Imur of tifal, “owtuarl he thought of it, he
mick profeired Nodweneo to Hafeln, for the
wno was A Just man and the othoer & tyrant, and
#e himeelt was mors comfortable as m wealil
private person than he had been as o bead medi-
cine man and n chief of wiznrds, Hes would
let things stand; he would prevent the Mes
wenger from sating of thet fruit, A word conld
do it: he had bt 1o suggest that It was unrips
or not wholesnme at this season of the year,
und It would be oart asfde,

All these refinotions passed through Heo.
kosa's mind In a few instants of e, aud al-
ready ho was rising to go (0 the veranda apd
translste thelr moral Into acts, when anotlier
chonght ocourped (o him, How sqould he face
Noma with this tale? e could'give up his
own ambitlons, but could he bear har wockery,
a0 dlay by day she taanted him with his faint-
Lhieariednoss und reproachied [iim with his fail.
ure to regaln greatness and 1o nake her great?
Ho forgot wkat he might conceal the trutl
from her: of rather, he did not contemplate
such concea.ment, for their relutions were too
poculiar and 166 lvthuste o permitof . She
lpted him and he worshipped her with a half-
I‘t.nxmhn peaalon -n passion so annatural. in-
deed, that it suggested the horrid and Insatiable

gings of the demned—and yet their souls
were ed o each other. It wam thelr fale
that they could hide nothing ese m each-—
with ithe awful ty of

be lmpogel &u

ment, could he, on the other hand, control the
il timed utterance of his enntinual and aver-

mastaring wasslon, It came to this, then:
He must forward, and against his terter
judgment, ause he was arrald to go tack,

tor the whip of & woman's tongue drove him
on remorselesaly. It was better that the Mes-
senger shonld dle, and the land run red with
bi]?m that that hie should be forced to endure
thin weourge,

®o, with a sigh, Hokogn sank back to the
wround, and waichied while Owen ate three of
the poisoned frult.  After a pause he tookna
inarth, and bit inte it. hu:, not seeming to
find it to his taste, he thraw L to & child that
was walting by the veranda for any soraps
which might be left over from his meal, who
caught it and devoursd it engeriv.

Then, smiling at the little boy s delight, the
Mostonger called to Hokosa to oome up and
speak with him.

To Be Continued,

AN OKLAHOMA DINNER.
Fle and Other i_fl;:-;:llleii that Made
ihe Meal Memorabie,

“The best dlnner I ever had," sald a Now
York elub man to a SUx reporter, " was In Ok-
Inhioma, and It cost me about $8. The dinner
Itaelf cost me but 82, but I pald 83 to get to It
and the tips cost me 81, an | ramember,

* 1 wans In the town of El Heno on the eve of
the second npening of the Indinn lands in that
section, The town was full of enmpers and
specnlators, The fow people In the pince
who bad got thelr consent to have
howmes  there Tfelt under no ohbligations to
entertaln strangers, and the landlord of
the hotel was the most  Indifferent and
unnccommotating wrotch 1 ever saw. 1 lost
my grip the first day I was In hls house and
when | made the rort of complaint that & man
would naturally make under the clreumstances,
he reckoned 1 would be mble to makea betler
run witbout It. 1 wild him I was not there for
that purpose, He replled that he did not koow
why a man In that country wanted any bag-
gage. And this struck me as belng so nearly
correct that 1 never alluded tn the subject
again. In order that | may further Impress
you with the meanness of the man I will
say that on one ocession 1 went to the
washh room of the house for the purpose
uf indulging in a llttie exerclee which ia in obe-
dience 1o a Testament command, and found the
tapk empty. There was no porter and no bell-
boy. 1 waited on the clerk, who was engaged
with s half-breed in & game of cards, In reply
to my request for water he referred me to the
Iandlord, who was sitting In his shirt sieeves on
the porch, as they call it down there. I made
koown to him my wants, and he told me Lhers
was & barrel of water in the cellar, and that I
could take the bucket and helpmyrelf. Headd-

that | must use the water sparingly, sa he
bad to pay for it, and that it came from a spring
abont ten miles away. He further sald that no
bathing was allowed, and that only cne course
of water was permitted. | asked him if [ might
havea little extra to use in connection with my
tooth brush. This request brought down upon
mo all of his contempt, and | walved that

"1 have non the nlalns where thero was
pot a houre Letween sunrise and sunset, and not
o feather inslght. Hut bunger In such a case
can be plilosopkized with. To suffer hunger,
however, in & town of yonr own country, an
among your own people, Is oneof the pange |
never want to fesl again. 1 had suffersa this
sort of feeling for four days. There was no frult
inthe town. The canned guods of the cheapent
make were belng sold st fabulous prices to
Indiane, who regarded them as luxuries, He-
nldes, [already felt the symptoms of n pickening
dyspepsin and did not care 1o Increase tham,

b r; my hungered coudition | met an officer of

from the command at Forg
Istant, and, knowing that the
averagn army officer Is a rent!cnmn.l intro-
duced myself and begged him to direot me to
some place whers | could reduce my famishing
conaition. He invited me tn the fort to mess
with him, but | told him | could not accept, al-
though [ was distressed to docline.

“Hesnld If 1 loslsted on spending my money
be wonld tell me where | conid get & fairly good
meal, hat it was nine miles away. The qualifi-
eation he put tforth obliterated distance. [
asked bim to be brief, 1 was directed to the
lndian agency, and learned the uame of a
man there who served a {airly geod meal to the
officer in c¢harge of the agency and to the In-
dian storekeepers. 1 lost no time in appiying
for livery—there was such a thing aa livery In

the reguiar arm
Heno, six miles

the night town. It was a benighted
town then: do not know what it
Ia now, The liverrman eald he had

but one rig. and that the team was pretty well
tired out: and besides he would pot et it ﬁ“
for one passenger. [ asked him how inany the
rig wauhl aecammodate. He sald that on &
pinch it would Lold four and thedriver, if there
was no big man in ths party; and he would
sand us over 1o the ageney for $20. 1 told bhim
to hold the rig subject to my order. and re-
| turned tn town, where | found two commercial
| drammers and one newspaper correspondent. [
heid oot to my famlshing acquaintances the
| alluring prospectof o falr meal, and to my de-
light they fell in with the plan to capture i1,
| “The driver was a cherrful sort of chap, whno
| told us of a atrenm that we must cross which
had a quicksapd bottom, sand unless a wan
knowed where ho was drivin’ the whole tean
wna liable to sick In the sands and dlsappear
forever. He related s number of cases of that
kind In eorroboration of his statement. Hot we
urged him on, and eutertained him with old
storles and somae very bad singing. [ had re-
sorsed my worst story untll we reached the
banks of the uncertaln stream, and he was ap
deeply Interested In my yarn that he forded the
creok before he was aware of It

* Hedrove us to the llitle cottage where lived
the man who put oat fairly yood meals, [t wis
Bunday. Heveral highly painted bucks lounged
about the stoop, One, | was (old afterward, was
agradoate of a Mennsylvania Indlan school and
had been sent back among hils people Lo bring
them up toa higher cirilization, He was viry/
drunk the day 1 saw him nué his wardribd
conslsted of n blanket and & nether garmeut
worn by Indians.

“The iandlord came out and sald it waw !ate
for dinner. His wife was the cook, and, s it
was Sunday, she did not like todoany ‘extra
work, especially as slie was wapiing tofatons
ghost dapce that evening, and It was ti take
plaen at some distance. As | was tho hun-
griest man In the crowd, I was selrcted as
spokesman, una 1 was worked up to i he pltch
of eloquence, His wife came out, and | appoaled
to her, Sheconsented when | told her that the
monetary cansideration was asmall Lart of the
situation. e were invited in, anil the man
and his wife absented thempeives tn prepare
the falrly g weal. In _an hour we
wern invited to the table, The linen was
Immaculate, We had nuu?. Ltw y cour=es of
meat, vegetaliles, hot bread, deliclons coffes,
and ple! Home-made ple! Idonw't know what
kind of ple it was, 1 never disi know and I
never asked, Hut ple in Oklab/ima was Lo us
as | imagine the hieavenly marna was to the
hungry elilldren of Isrnel whan they were on s
forced mnarch, The newspapror correspandent
took more than his share, nryl sy we remon-
strated the Iandlord said the's had another one,
It his wite had_sald tbat 1 shoold have em.
braced her, What & fesat thiat was! | huveat-
tended A great niany '|lll1l'r|l!|l In New York,
but I neverenjoyed aneas ' did that dinner,

“*When it was finished ‘we took the landlord
out nnd asked him tonwno his price. He re-
turned and consulted with hin wife, When he
appeared to us agaln bo sald In an nvologetio
manner that ne |L was Sanday, and as Macy lind
1oat her chance of sesly g the ghost dance (o ac-
commodate us, he woeuld have to charge us
about $2 & head. He piight as well have Liad 35,

*1eaid the dinner ¢ wt me §8. It cost Mo more
inthe long run, When [ returned to civiliza.
tion | sent Mary # dress pattern and a fashion

book, for | imagined ahe would like to know the
Intest style. shifin't tell you what the dress
ttern cost, That's biween my wife and me.

Jut 1 will bet ft wius the finest ddress that was
ever seon In Oklalioma, And there fsthe bewt
room In my houss on Fifth avenue for Mary and
her busband If they ever coms to New York
and a box at the theatre avery night, and a sail
on my yacht. Twish 1 had Mary's chances of
reltiul to henven, Talk about—any, what was
t Byron wrote ?

1o the desert n fountaln is springing,
In ths wild waste thers ailll In & troe,
And s ird 1o the solitudo singlog ——
"“Iforget the other line, But that's Mary of
the Indlan mgency in Oklahoma."

THE LIVELY CHILDREN.

Bhowlng Some of the Deuliles Attending
Literary Work st Mome.

“When you come In to-night," sald the lter-
ary man Lo his two sprighty children, who were
accustomed, when they came In from thelreven-
fng walk, to walk stralght inte the Ubrary
where Ne was at work, and slt down and talk
awhile, I wish you wonld jost say how d'se
do and then go oul. | pave alot of work to do
to-night and I don't want to be distarbed.*

An hour later the literary man heard a latoh
key placed carefully o the front door, as
though the person placing It there didn't wish

to bo heard, Then he heard smotkered lnughter
i thie hindl; 1L was from the clilldren; they were
up to something, sure. A moment later they
came ninrching through the hiall, one bebind the
other. with military step, k toward the
library. They turned in, marched like a file of
soldiers alongside the library tahis an the alde
oppasite the literary man, halted, fronted, ralsed
their hands in nlpu. and sald 15 unlson:

Thon thier, faned 12 the Teft and marehed
mAare
g?li:. ane rml&-“m ..l“ph.t[ ﬁtltln:ll:
ore. and B L] cou unl
they chlme Lo § lw caploded,

day. ' Chames, now dat de wedder Is too ool for
Httle Misa Fantle t' wear bare logs above her
nhoes any longer [ tiak 1'll have t' go Into town
and gat me A naw bonnet, oause Miss Fannle's
lnst fall bohnets den't suit me style' she
MATH,

“Bay, | was dead on dat de Duchess wazn't
polng Into de elty ¢ put up good long green
boodle for no bonnet, eauss she (s too nigh wid
her money t' make s bad break llke dat.

“let mo tell you. e Duchess in do most
savingent goll you ever seed In all your life, and
ahe'd radaer have a cable car ron over her toes
dan cough op a plunk leranyting she can get
any odder way.

“Hhe must have money sunk away L' burn a
wet day wid: her wagen, my wiages, and near all
de tips I eollars on de side. All de monvy 1 has
t' spend ls what I holds back from her,
whas I gets on de quiet soneak nnd sinks
where she alr't onto .  Dat's  what
I tinka, see? Dat's what I tinks, but
1 mostly dreams when 1 tink (at wav; cause
when I has made a bit whatl tink she don't

know of, why, den in a little while ahe givea me |

some gatme lika I was telllng you of; says nho
has t' g0 t' town for a bonoet, or somme dinkey
tlug, and makes meo blow In me sooret boudle on
B racket.

*Bure, she's a wonder, dat goil s, She knowa
when I hnamado a sneak of a bit Just as well as
if she'd seon me get it, Dat's right.

“Hut Itrles t' biuff Ler. *What t'ell,’ Taayn t'
her. *Yousin't going t* buy no bonnet, You'd
drop dead In a it before you'd flash up de long
green for adicer. What's your gama?'

“Den de Duchoss shie humped her shouldern
like forn women does, and she save ‘Chamos,'
saysnhe, ' Clinmes, I hns de unwee; do undispo-
sitlon from de bore, and 1 necds a little jolly
time t' put me on rapoh wid meself.*

* Dose was de very words she used. Hut I nm
enry on t' most of her forn langwudge now, ao
I know'd she meant dat ahe was leary of de
game s it lay, and wanted a new deok.

“*All right, Duchens,” [ says; *I hns t' go into
town meself for ' get a new coliar for de bull
pup.' Which hils neck In growing dat big his
head lookn ke a button on de end of a sausage.
‘I'm wid you. Bot who'll put vp forde trin?
I'm worse broke dan a cop what'a lost his place
on da force.'

* e Duckess shesays, without lonking at me,
says she, * Chamen, we'll chase Into town, and
you dresmn dat yon has money, and your dream
will come true.’

* Hay. honeat, dere ain't no uss stacking vp
arainet & goil like dat. Isdere? I took an easy
tumble t* meself, canse on do dead straight [ did
have a fiver sunk what I taut de Duchess didn't
know notting about, and we gets excused for
de day and chases into town.

*Bay, lititle old New York is de best ever.
Aln'tdat right? De country would beall riglut
If it was only in de city. 1 likesit down to onr
place on de Sound cause Miss Fannle s dere,
and lttle Miss Fannle and Mr. Paul and de
odder folks; but de day Is twenty-four houra
long, sure, when you ain't in little old New
York.

** Well, we #alled down Fift avenoo feeling
1lke we had nkates on, till we come ' de Wa' .
dorf, and dere de cops wouldn't let us pe 4,
What do yon tink de cop says t'moe? *You has
t' walt,' he says, "tlll LI Hung Chang e omes
outer de hotel and goes away,' hosays. Ty you
tomble? 1 didn't. Dle Duchess sayas dag L{
Hung lsa Chilnnchink. I tellade cop dat] has
t' eeo & man down town what would have'n fit
if I wasn't ders, but do game didn’t work.

" My saying de word ‘fit' must 7 ,ave give de
Ducliess a tip, for she give me 7.0 wink ' say
potting. and she trun a dumo,y right in de
cop'sarms. Honest, ifshe’d bee n & actress out
on top of de stage ahe couldn't trun a
batter fit dan she did. Deocop catches har, and
Lsays, * Take bor t' do drog ¥ tore qoick.’ Isaye,
‘or she'll trun anoader.' Well, he picks de
Duchess up in his arms avd carrles her neoross
de street. whore we wanv.a t' go. me foulying,
and dere de Duchesn comes t* herseif, and,
making de cop a graud bow, she says, * Mercl,
me good man, I'll w5t truble you t“earry me
furder,’ aod den sbh puts her bhat on stralght,
and says, ‘Come, Chames, we car't walit for
Monsleur LL'

“De cop he looked like tirty cents as we
chases ourselves down de avenco. BSay, ls dat
goll de best ever? [ wonder!

" Well, we walked and walked down deave-
noo till we got down by Sixteent street, and I
was noticing ¢at de Duehess was kinder walk-
ing slowyr and slower, and piping off de car-
ringes llie she'd lost oue and was lovking for it
I was wondering what her game was whona
coupé qrove up by desldewalk and I heard same
one Inside say "Hortense,' what's de real front
nameof de lluchess. Do coupé stopped] and de
Ducljess went up v’ de door,

*“!fay. I'd taut dere was someting up what
wapn't dead stralght, only | seen dat de woman
inside de coupd was dat widdy I was telling you
apout; the high fiyer what Mr, Paul calls ‘de
wily widdy."

**She and de Duchess jabbere’ togedder In
French for a while, and den I was called up, 1
touched me hat t' de widdy, and she says, quiok,
*Don't touch your hat llke a servant. How t'
me like you was my equal.h

*1dldo't tumble ' dat, 'her equal,' cause, of
course, de only ting you lsequal to is anoder
man what you can firht as well as him, but |
takes off me dicer wid asweep what made her
laugh.

*Den she looks me all over, from me shoes t*
me dicer, and snys: *Yon'll do: Mr. Burton has
very good taste In dress and don't wear his
closs long befure you has ‘em. You'll de.' Den
she pipea off de Duchess, and says: "You'll do,
of course, Hortense, canse Fannoie Hurton's close
fit you Mkeo dey was made for you.*

“Hoy. what do you tink? 1 was getting par-
nlyzed. Don she says, * Chames, do you know
where I'Hotel de Blanc Is *

“1 didn’t, but de DNuchess did, cause I's &
Freach hotel wid a restaurant what forn folks
and Amerleans Inoking for good grub goes to,

** Meet me dere In fifteen minutes,' says de
widdy; 'and remember, Chames, you {s toact
like me equal.’

“*Aml t'puton de gloves wid her? I asks
de Duchess, 'or what t'ell ¥'

“*Yon're t' bo a real gent,' ssys de Duchess,
and I aeen from de look in her eyo dat we was
golng Into de very dame de Dochess had come
t' town for.

“*What do I get out of it? I says, and de
Duchess raye, * You gets champagne and wood-
cock,' anys slie, ‘and aln't dat encush ¥

“*But what's de gawe ¥ snys |. De Duchoss
only laughed and says, ' Nam port,' she says,
what means * what t'ell * lo Frewch,

" Eny, you never seed snch a game In all your
life. We chared down t' dat restaurant, and
dere was do widdy walting for us, and we went
in togedider, de Duchess giving me & nudgo t'
do de grand,

“Well, did I do It? De widdy, de minute we
gets peated, began U' give me do greatest Joliy 1
ever had, She told me to order lunch, and den
didn't doa ting but get gay wid me, giving me
de glad eye and de winner amile till [ couldn't
doating but just wonder what tell. Waell, 1
ordered lunch what struck de walter dumb. 1
Just run me finger down de bill of fare, und
pointed out everyting what cost de mont, from
end to end, and told him 1'd push in lis face If
de chnmpagne was more dan forty-two degrees,
whatinde way Mr, Faul tnkea hia,

de mug In de corner was getling blacker and
blacker,

“When w s quit de widdy passea me her purss
nnder de taltle and tells me ' pottle And take
Lip for mese 17, and den we all tres chases ont,

“Fordellfeot me | couldn't get de Duchess
t' tell mon weord till de next day. Den she got n
1etter from ¢le widdy, and in It waa a cheok for—
what do you tink ? Firty plunks! Honeat,

“rChamen rays de Duchess, “youn done sle-
gant. De mmg proposed v do widdy Inat night,
He was & coy7 mug, Chamens and needed alitile
satice of jeatousy, 1€ yoa'll never tedl Mim
Fannle you oan keep de tip de widdy gave your
Dis @1ty she promised mea*

“ Now, Lionest, what ¢ ell!"

MAJOR' AND MRS. H.L’l’.'

*We have been In Drooklyn—"' Lsgans Major
Max, but Mra. Max intorrupted.

" Whensver Bob Blllings comes to town on
leave you two go to Hrookiyn to endl on! your old
Colonel; though why a Colonel whould live ln
Brooklyn, I'm sure!"

“Io you know, my dear, I'm not so sure as
you are.” .

* Exactly; a Colonel, but llve In Brooklen!"'

* You do not state the cass In a manner tn \lo
mont eredlt to the Colonal. To ba n Uolomel and
liva In Brooklyn seemy more ndequately wug-
goatlve, To be & Coloned, retired, supghses a
man experienced In all the hormira of vmp, and
of proved bravery. And, In adelition, o dive In
Trooklyn seoms to attest n degred off itwliffer-
once to danger whish, whils comme ndables in
nctlon, In the preshnce of the ar:my, might
with reanon and propristy be for nd lacking In
an oMeer retired by age limiy"™

“Then what In over do yor, go over there to
call on him for ¥ p

“Toeall on him and T4 instructed., Now In
Hreoklyn," the Major “continged, in part ad-
dressing his glass and'_ jn part the setter dog,
which was regardin/; him with some anxlety,
“In Brooklyn are found the most profound
logiciana. One 1| addressod over thero to-day,
asking whieh ¢¥r took me to Bushwiek, *Natu-
rally.' replied "se, ‘any 'car uninscribed * Hush-
wick." Eltber the Fiatbush and Jamalca line
or the Benrunhurst and Flushing.'

"*And oan 1 retirn by elther line ?* I asked.

**No,' anwwers d the citizen, ‘you do not re-
turn. No ore w ho goes to any suburb nf Brook-
Iynever ro‘urr s, The well-known facts prove
the stateraer/i. Ars not Rushwick, Flatbush,
Jamalea, FI' sshing, what you will, all povnlous?
Would th¢ y be so It those who went there ro-
turned? | know whoereof I apeak, becanse [
bave be sp 10 all those places.’

“Th! aking 1 had the Interesting oltizen cor-
nered | | made reply, * But by yourself returning
you disprove your assertion.’

* *On the contrary,otherwise: My case provea
T,y aasertion. 1 never returned. 1 am now in

_“uhose places.’

*We was just getting busy wid de lunch when |

I cous u swell come into do restaurant, and near
navan fit when he seen de widdy, He started
t' come to our table, but de widdy only gives
him o dinky Httle nod, and den slie gives me de
gladdeat grin you ever seed, and puts her hand
on me arm, and jabbers away at me about
coaching trips and yachting, and I don't know
what t'e'll.

"Ile swell mug he sits away off in de corner
and gives me de stony eye and looks ilke be
was A Lree-tlme winnor,

"1 was no pearer belng on dan de man what
foll off de roof; but ] sewd Jat de game, what-
ever It was, was golng smooder dan silk, from
de look In de Duchess's eye.

8o de more gay de widdy got wid me de
more gay | got wid her, tlll 1 taus I coyld win

‘Berit de Duchess wasn'l dere, and all do time

*1 was so impressed and elated by this display
ot suparior logic | nearly—""

" Major,” broke In Mrs, Max, “* if the fashion
o nos wearing corseta Is taken up by every one
::;'; 3'110 you suppose Mra. Jack Deerlog will
Tl 7

on

Meajor ganped, speechlesn, until the setter
became palafully nervous bafore he replled:

“ My dear Mra Max, your menial procosses
Fronfound and your verbal pictares confuse, nay,
embarrass. What Is Mra. Jack's corset to Fiat-
bush or Bensonhurat Lo Mrs, Jack's no corser?
And why am [, blushing, dragged in 10 contem-
plate and eonslaer ¥

1 was only thinking,” answered the Iady,
**that If she gave up her corset Mrs. Jack would
rlop fighting with Pully Slanguer., Polly has s
beautifol nataral figure, and —"*
*Ueans | s " cried the Major, but in a
tone which seemed somuehow not Lo mean cease,
Mrs. Max. tranqguil and unabashed, con-

od :
“lndeed, T think Mra. Jack iy preparing to
ire up Bob Biliings tn Polly, and 1'm sare he'll

very nice as l'olly’s huaband, for ahe hea in-
come enough vo buy him out of the army, al.
though she does smoke cigarettes and drink
whiskey mnd carbonic and-—"

“Not n word mors!" shouted the Major. in
delight. “Am [ toslt still and hear the cold-
bloodnad plane for the aliotment of my army
cham Indumb lmpotency * Never! Alns! how
1little we poor men undérstand in our pretended
superiority of strength that in matters which
most aifect our lives and happinéss we are as
glay in the handsof the potters—you and Mers,
Jack and Polly in this case bsing the potters.™

“Nonsense, MajJor. Auy one, even youo, mast
have seen that Bob wonld have married F’oll{ [
yvear ago If Mra. Jack had been willine. Polly
could have had hun, any way, in spite of Mrs.
Juck, only ahe (s an awfully eood-uatared girl
and did not like o interfere In Mrs. Jack's pro-
ETARmLIme.

The Major wans gasping now in reality.

**Are you speaking truths to me, my dear?’
he said at last. * Can such things be? Do you
mean to tell me In serlonanoesy that It is thus we
men are (disposed of 7 Have weo no choice in
nuluEnTnn ltiteresting matter as the selectionof a
wifei"

" Veory little.” answered Mre. Max qulucooli,.
** For Instance, yon know that you wers half
love with Mrs, Jack when she was a girl and
that Jack was half In love with me: but we,
Mra. Jack aud I declded how yon should be
palred. Now, just faney how you would have
suffered f you had married Mra. Jack and not
lind hier to flirt with all thess yoars, and how
miserable Jack would have been If, instead of
thinking he were half In love with mestill—
which does him much good—I were his wife!"

“My dear Mra. Mnax, this s simply awful; it
Is revolutionary, anarchistic; It js—'

“Mrs, Jack sald to me the nther day that wo
oucht to marry Bob to Polly, which makes ma
think that sha—Mrs, Jack—Is ;oinﬁ‘:n give up
corsets, and knnwt that If she does Polly wounld
walk off with Bob, whether Mrs, Jack llked it
or not, [told Mre. Jack Lthat, boat she said she'd
only been discinlining Bob a litle, and that he
was now sulllciently chinatened (o make & gond
hasband, and that Polly understood It all, %hul
sonnds kind of funny, too when you comse Lo
think of It: except that ans does not think of
what Mre. Jack says. Baor Major, how could
thut man be In Fiatbosh—or was it Jamaiea—
when ho was in Brooklyn
Epwanp W, TowxsexD.

THE RETIRED NURGLAR,

What Hapoened to Him One Night Dowa
In a Deep Cellar,

*I'm fond of lobsters.”” sald the retired
burglar, ‘'but I llke 'em best cooked. And,
speaking of ‘em cooked, the Lest way to eat
lobsters s stewed. You take good lively, fresh
lobsters and boll ‘em, and then you pick 'em
out and cot ‘em up, not too fine, and warm 'em
over; paiting in a litile water to make & sort of
ngravy, and alittle bitof butter, and a little
pepper, and some salt,unloss you put In saly
enough when you bolled "em, and maybe just a
littls toueh of vinegar, though some folks don't
like any vinegar In 'em at all. Then you serve
‘v hot. Tllke to spread ® slice of bread and
put that on my plate and ladle the lobster out
on that, You may think there's better wayrs of
eating lubsters; but when 1 have stewed lobsters
for Lreakfast I forget I'my poor. HBuot what |
stk out to tell you nbout was a live lobster.

1 dropped down one night, through =
window that | had opened, into & deep celiar.
The window was narrow, and high up. | guess
it must hisve been six or seven feet from the
celinr bottom to the lower edge of it. OFf course,
a inan can't walk up o ostone wall Hke that
very well, and so before going upstaies | fxed
way of gelting out easy, Incase | should want
to go ina hurry, as of course, might happen,
1 moved a couple of boxes up nnder the window,
one on top of the otlier, making s sort of steps.
When | reachied down to plek up my bag again
Fdidn'ustrike it at first, and as 1 wan feelin
wlung for It anmethlnﬁ rablbvd my hand, nl;-r
It shiarp and hard, and hoog on. [ was stariied,
sure, hut | realized In an Insiant that It was n
lobster. You know some folke when they ain's
€oing tn ook the lobsters till morning put ‘em
nuton the grass avernight, or maybe down on
the cellar bottom whers they'll kegp cnol and
in goud conditlon, and I'd run agalnst & lobater
put down lu the cellar,

" When | atood up, the lobster was still hang-
Ing on. Iihrew out my hand, natursl enough, |
suppose, with an ides of lnrnwlnr the lobater
off, but Instead of that | banged hims against
the mig zine cyiinder around the furnace. It
sounded llke hittin® & big iron drom with
club, That s artled me, too, and when [ stepped
back to getaway from the furnace | fell uver
into the conl bin, ‘I'here woas u narrow opening
in the side of the bin where they'd took down
une hoard at m time as the cosl gol lower there,
uoatil they'd gor down 1o just one bonrd at the
bottom, and 1'd stumbled over that and fell
backward on tho cosl, Tue lobster was still

hnluunr: un, | thoueht I made nolse enough
vintiering against the boanl and felling on the
conl, but the minute | siruck the coal [sturied

o coal shde, From whers the biarnds lind Leen
takvn out the mulilurall up high agalnst the
. of the eellar; my falling on the foot of it
siarted the whole fuceof the slops maving. It
wade more nolse thish & load of coal dumping
on e nidawaik.

“Stepping out of the conl bin, 1 koocked
down thie coal shovel leaning auninst It jusg
outside, atd the big furnace piker. Noise?
Huompn!  Awd sl this time the lobster was
sbill haiging on -y on see, It takeos e oo Hitle
time Lo (ell you about It all, but iy ook miglity
Hitle tie for it all 1o hlrblﬂl.

"Ap Lhe pker banged down | heard folks
coming down the stalrs from the accond fluor Lo
theflior above the cellar, OF course, there was
Junt one tuing for me 1o do and that was Lo get
out, While the folks was ceming down from
lulnl:«miadduuorwlih:glult. I.hmuklrfl for th

rwindow, an & lul never lot go
nuwd up ob the fret bou,

A onvnoem '

;‘Henson — Job  Mawhsmith's

was full of honey. The church stands on th
turnpike about halt way

Mill mnd Chosville,

roof over the front entrance.
the bolfry nre of Jatticework.
There hna nover beon o boll In the belfry. The

oll. The older mémbors thought that it wasn's
" church.

Ing, they might as well stay home,

up Swith the times,

day, anl the belfry siands empty.

bope of  plekiug
woulhd lead him to a rlch deposit of honoy.
finally eavtured one and *‘*lined’ it
moved off toward Cassville, and Job patiently
awnited Ita return,” It camoe back in abong
fifteen minutes, and woent straight to the box

smeared with honvy,

tion the bLee had taken, and nealn releassd it.
It shot off on the same lino as before, Fow
more than three hours Job worked with the
beeZnnd It lad him Into the open rountry lying
between Colller's Mill and Casavlle, :

** "T'was the funnfest trick 1'd evor hod a bee
play onime," sald Job when telling of his exppri-
ence. “There wus a strip o' thuber atwean the
place where I fust caught the bee an’ the Casss
ville road, but the critter took me clean througl
it &an' out Inter the open flelds. When I got
up ter within less 'n a quarter of n mile o' the
Free Will Church, T couldn’'t somechow keep
track o' the bee. *Twounld go aa' come all
right. but when it got {ts eaddle bags full it
flew etraight fer the church an' got out o' my
slght quicker 'n you could say Jack Robinsop.™

WWhen Hawksmith geta scent of a honey
“mine'" he never glves up the hunt until he
locates It, and he haunted the elump of golden
rod an entlre week, and each “'linor'’ that he
“*boxed" took him stralght in the direction of
the Free Will Church. He finaly concluded
that he had got lold of one of S8quire Apples
gate’'s bees. Bguire Applegate livea back of
the church a short distance, and makes a bosl-
ners of raining honey. Disgusted w«ith the
way in vrhtch“w had been fooled Job gave un
the search, and tried his luck In another
part] of the townllli{o. On Inst _Friday
the Frese WiIl paople held n wort of Harvess
Home at the church. [n tee a‘ternoon when
there were about 200 annnn present their ate
tentlon was attracted by o peculiar humming
in the air,and somebody shouted: **The
A Ewarm o° Squire Applegate’s bees,™

Sure enougi, there was a whirling mass of
bees overhead., and somebody, pleking up a
tini pan, begun to beat It with & knife, That
was the signal for eoveryixwdy to make ne
moch nolse as possible, and every avallable

re's

article that would give out a soand was
grabbed and nnded \‘lgorm:stly. while the
children waved thelr hava and danced.’

This popuiar method of bringing s swarm
of erratic bees to some coinmon point had
ulck effect in this Instance, and to the astone
shment of eva.rbudi; the been bevan sudden-
Iy to string out In the directlon of the belfry
on the church. round which they clustered In

hiving the 4 at once engaiod the attention
of the people. and nll sorts of schemes were
suzgested. Squire Applegate said
go over to the houss and g«t a ladder and an
empty hlve, Into which he thought he could
®et the bees, In 8 ahort thine he came back
with the ladder and the hive, but the bees, he

d, were not his,

Job Hawksmith was present and sald that
he wonld undertake to hive the pees with the
understanding that they should be hile prop-
orty if he succeeded. Thii was acreed to, and
he asiended to the roo®'of the enurch, carrying
the hive with him. He fooled round an hour
or so, searchjng for the queen bee. If he
could ger ber and place her in the hive the
others would qulekly follow lier. but he
m{.llduj't find her, and he finally gave It up ns
a o
Kquire Aopplogate then took na lhand st {e,
but was no more successful than Job, They
were the beat twio bee handlers in the county,
and when they decided that the bees conld not
be hived from the Lelfry, nobady else cared to
undertake the juh.

“We can git ‘emoffn that velfry,” said
Hawksmith, when Applegate was nn the ground
again. *°"I'll take n pan o’ sulphur up there on
the Inslde and barn it  That'll drive ‘em off.™

The pan and the sulphur were furnished,
and Hawksmith went with them up to the
belfry, In lese than five minutes he was
back., The old fellow was erently excited,

“It's nlumb full o' honey. boys," he cried,

“What's foll 0" heney?" ingnired a farmer
who looked as If he thought Job's senses hind
suddenly escaved him.

“The belfry,” repllied Jos, "The belfry's
fnlrli- drippin' with 1t. I'm the warsl fooled
bea liner you ever lonked at. 1 lin bees
fntor that alr belfry threo days steady an'
didn’t know {r."

Squire Applegnte went up to the belfry,
and when he cane hack he corroborated Job'a
story. “It's clnck full o comb,' sal i
“I'Il Yet thepe's 00 pounds o' hopey up there,™
It took Hawksmith and Applegate two days
to clean our the belfer, and the erop of honey
and oomb that they secured welghed nearl
700 pounds, It isnworth shout F125, an
the proceeds of the sale will go into the ex-
chequer of the churel.

BELP FOIl FREED ALAVES.

European Governments Will Ald Mr. Chatlse
Iain's Fhilantbhrople Sehemr,

Mr, Hell Chatelnin, the Afrlcan lingulst and
ethnnlogist, who lLas been In Europe for some
months in the intercst of the Plillafrican Lib-
erator's Leagoe, las metarned to New York,
The clief purpose of Lls visit abrond was to
learn if the varlous Governmenis woull so
far assint the league as to glve [t all the land
le needa In thelr Afrlcan possessions for found-
ing stations where colonies of freed slaves may
be settled and instructod In industrial arws and
the elements of elvillzation by American teach-
ers who are to be sent to them,

The league was organiacd lu May last, and
many prominent citizons of New York are al-
ready  fdentified  with  the movemen:., Ex-
Postmaster-General Thomas 1. James s treas-
urer, and among other gontlemen who are serve
ing an directors or oMcers are ex-Judge ("has,
P. Daly, Paul Du Chailiu, Lons Klopech, Fred
. Coudert, the Kev, Dre. L. T. Chamberlain,
Joslah Btrong, J. . Burrell, W, H. I, Faunoce,
J. M. Edwards, W, F. Wilbert, and ot“ers.

Mr. Chatelaln ] not expect this summer
to aogulre any particular tracts of laad, but
merely to place the project before the varl-
ous Governmoents, learn thele disposition Lo-
ward It and the prospect of their helpfule
Among the oMeinls with wlhiom he con-
ferred were those of the Colind sl (lce, Lone
don. the Hritish South Africa Company, Sip
. H. Johuston, the Lritiall Commissioner in
Nyasaaland; the Department of the Colonies
in P'aris, . Kayser, the head of the Colonial
Department in Herlin, smid M, Vau Eetvelde,
secretnry of stnte, and M, de Cuvelior,, Bee-
retary-teneral, of  the  Conge Independent
Ante  He also conferved with tie hends of the
varfous antlslavery societles In thess couns
teles and in Switzerlund,

It wns the practical features of lils plan
for atriking nt the root aof the evils of slavery
mnd witeheraft andl develoulng the uatives
slong Industrinl aud educational lloes in cols
onies comparatively lsolnted from evil tufin.
enves. that secured the coliparntion of many
well-known mon here, and  Lho practieabilicy
of the sotisme hins also commended 1t nheoml, fow
the oftcials of the various European States
who have to do with the African interests o
thelr (lm'nrnmrml(‘lmw earefully examin

the detulls of Mr, atelnin’s scheine wnd ap-
prived thoin. Inother words, the men at
the hiead of varions Briush  possessions, of

the French Congo, of the Cingo Free State, of
Lierman Kast Africa. and other lirge reglons
regard hin acheme ns a practical plan for helps
Ing the eanw of goml suvernment and elvill-
ration, and they have assored Mr. Chate-
Iain that all the land he requires will be at
his dispona] and that they will facilitate his
work In every way they can,

Mr. Chatelain will liave no dificalty in ae-
quiring rights 1y lands that he muy regard ns
rost favarable for the Ar=t station. liranches

of the league are 10 bo formed ingther clele
and the rd of Tirectors \;m;.th‘h

i, V13,000, Toquiied for tha ek s
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F HONEY.
NEAR'L¥ Y00 POUADS ATORED o?l-.f?‘

The, Feeo Wil Baptiats of Casaville sl
Callter's M, N, J., ProMt' B1p8 from
'‘Vie Work of the Mees Duoring the Last

Mistans

. Corurmn's Miuu, N. J., Sept. 10.=Thp re=

I‘MI'!M!'II- disoovery was made the other day
that the belfry of the Free Will Baptist Churol

between Collier's
1t is & pinin wooden atrao=
tare, with nn elghit-cornered belfry set on the
Tho wides £

Frea Wil soclety Ir & strugeling organization,
nnd beskles, wlen nve years ago the church wad
hufit the congregation covldu't agres as to'the
propilely of topplng off the rtracture with &

Tiecensary to supuly smeans of calllng peopls te
1t they didn't take Interest snongh
In thelr churchly dutles to come without :&
younger memsers approved tho idea of having
& bell, for the resson that it would show s 8ise
position ou the part of the congregation to be
A lInck of money, ho e
ever, enablnd the older members to carry the

The other day Job Hawksmith, who enjoys
the reputation of belng the “*sharpest eyed bee
liner fin Ocenn county.” was ~ut In the Jots
fooling around a bunch,of golden red In the
up n honey gntherer that
He
The bee

In vhich Hawksmith hod o plece of bread

Jubh moved a quarter of a mi'e In the direes

a crawling, buzzing mass. The problim of |
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